
  



 
 

Young explorers 
Woods Hole summer school takes hands-on approach in introducing kids to 
science 
 
By HENRY ROME 
Published Aug. 7, 2008  
 
WOODS HOLE — Ian Galbraith stood at the edge of a dock on Eel Pond and dangled 
chunks of squid in the calm water to lure a crab. 
 
Crab fishing may be typical for 10-year-old boys, but after Ian and his classmates caught 
eight or nine of the critters on Tuesday, they carefully identified and examined them, 
reviewing their scientific names and characteristics. 
 
Ian was learning oceanography, a class for 10- and 11-year-olds at the Children's School 
of Science, which wraps up its 95th summer in Woods Hole today. 
 
The oceanography class was taught by Shona Vitelli, an undergraduate programs 
coordinator at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution and one of about a dozen 
WHOI employees who taught this summer at the school. 
 
The summer science school has been a staple for local and summer residents for 
generations. For many children and young adults, including the children of visiting 
scientists, taking classes at the Woods Hole school is as much a part of summer as going 
to the beach. This year, an estimated 440 children passed through the school's doors. 
 
Earlier in the day Tuesday and back inside the 1860s schoolhouse, tanks quietly hummed 
on the side, while a colorful poster of marine mammals sat taped to a green chalkboard in 
the front. 
 
In the middle, a group of about 20 students set out to create its own whale species by 
designing, with markers and crayons, a whale's tail. 
 
The 7- and 8-year-olds were participating in Seashore Life, an introductory class for the 
school's youngest scientists. Despite their ages, the course is taught by an expert in the 
field. 
 
"It's rewarding," said Andrea Bogomolni, who specializes in marine mammals at WHOI. 
"It reminds me why I do what I do every day." 
 



Vitelli, the oceanography teacher, said being at WHOI kept her in tune with interesting 
research and made it easier to bring in guest speakers. It also opened new doors: Students 
have visited WHOI's research vessel Knorr. 
 
Many teachers here abide by a quote from famous scientist Louis Agassiz: "Study nature, 
not books." 
 
"That's really the whole culture of this school: to get outside as much as possible (and) 
study things in nature," said Kimberly Amaral, a research assistant at WHOI and an 
instructor of marine biology. 
 
The science school receives support from WHOI and the Marine Biological Laboratory, 
both world-renowned scientific institutions located in Woods Hole. 
 
"MBL and WHOI are generous in sharing resources and personnel with us, recognizing 
that tomorrow's future investigators may be today's Seashore Lifers," science school 
president Jane Kulesza said. 
 
At science school, tests and homework are replaced with discovery. 
 
On Tuesday, Vitelli's oceanography class went to nearby Eel Pond — some fished for 
crabs, while others piloted the school's small remotely-operated vehicle. 
 
Standing on the dock, 11-year-old Sophia Vale compared science school to her regular 
classroom. 
 
"You can go out and do projects and catch animals (at science school)," she said. "You 
still learn a lot of stuff at school and here." 
 
But, she added, "this is more fun." 
 


